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Peter Rabbit Community Preschool has been providing a high quality Preschool 
service for children on the upper North Shore for over 74yrs. 

We are proud of not only the high level of qualifications all the teachers hold, but 
also of the higher than required ratio’s of teacher to child. 

The current qualifications are;
Siobhann – Bachelor of Teaching (Early Childhood Degree)
Julie-ann - Bachelor of Teaching (Early Childhood Degree)
Linda- Bachelor of Teaching (Early Childhood Degree)
Shelley- Montessori Teacher Training College / Diploma of Children’s Services
Gemma- Diploma of Children’s Services (Early Childhood Education and Care)



Our Philosophy

Here at Peter Rabbit Community Preschool we offer an environment where each child’s well being, independence and eagerness to

experience new opportunities are fostered. We aim to give all children the tools for life-long learning. Through working in partnership 

with parents and caregivers we strive to develop confident children who experience caring, respectful relationships with peers and 

educators. 

Our program is guided by the Early Years Learning Framework. As Early Childhood Professionals we acknowledge the importance of time for 

children to explore and experiment, re-visit experiences and develop awareness of their individual abilities.

Children are encouraged to be part of the decision making process within the Preschool, being made aware of safety, hygiene, as well as 

caring for their self and others. 

The natural world is highly valued for its potential for learning through found materials. In partnership with the children educators, create 

aesthetically pleasing play spaces which encourage children’s inquisitiveness. As we discover together in this collaborative process, individual 

opportunities for challenge and extension will be enhanced. 

We value the importance of providing a Preschool program that encompasses the knowledge, skills and resources of parents, families and 

educators and the broader community. We believe that family involvement is an integral part of the everyday running of our preschool. We 

welcome the sharing of family experiences, cultures and ideas within our learning environment to enrich the children’s development, learning and 

understandings of the world around them. We encourage an environment where staff and parents work together to foster mutual respect and 

support of each other through open and regular communications.



The Early Years Learning Framework

The Early Years Learning Framework is the National framework all Early Childhood 
Services, including Preschools use as the basis for their educational programs. 
The framework has a strong foundation in the importance of play in learning. 

The Early Years Learning Framework describes childhood as a time of belonging, being 
and becoming. You may recognise the diagram on the right as the centre of our 

written monthly program. 

BELONGING is the basis for living a fulfilling life. Having secure relationships with 
others and connections with different groups of people. 

BEING is about living in the here and now.
BECOMING is about the learning and development that young children experience. 

For more information visit;
www.deewar.gov.au/earlychildhood



Within the Early Years Learning Framework 
there are 5 focus areas, or ‘Learning Outcomes’. 

A learning outcome is a skill, knowledge or 
disposition that educators can actively promote 
in early childhood settings, in collaboration with 

children and families. 

1. Children have a strong sense of identity 
2. Children are connected to and contribute to 

their world.
3. Children have a strong sense of wellbeing.

4. Children are confident and involved learners. 
5. Children are effective communicators. 

The Framework forms the foundation for ensuring 
that children in all early childhood education and care 
settings experience quality teaching and learning. It 
has a specific emphasis on play-based learning and 
recognises the importance of communication and 

language (including early literacy and numeracy) and 
social and emotional development.

The educational program and documentation here at Peter Rabbit is woven throughout all 
aspects of our service. These will capture the interactions , experiences, activities (both 

planned and unplanned), and routines which occur daily. All of these foster children’s learning 
and development. 

Each group has their own documented program that’s available to parents and carers at all 
times. These are displayed on the notice boards above the lockers. You will note there are 

often numbers next to activities which is a code for the child it’s programmed for. Numbers are 
used for confidentiality. 

Our daybooks provide a record of the group and individual experiences the children have 
participated in. These are made up of teacher directed, child directed and spontaneous 
activities. Often the photos provide the most accurate record of the learning occurring. 

Ongoing interests are documented and often displayed on the boards as learning stories. 

Educators document the learning and development of every individual child. These 
observations are the basis for all individual experiences we provide. 

Every term a developmental summary is completed on each child and sent home to families.

At the end of the year a compilation of your child’s are available for you to have placed on a 
USB for you.  



Each day we have a basic routine we follow. Morning Tea and Lunch are the two times that 
remain the same each day. 

During the summer we start outside in the morning and then come in for indoor activities 
after morning tea, roughly 10.30am. 

In the winter we reverse this and stay indoors until morning tea. 
Routines are flexible and can change due to weather, activities planned and the interests of 

the children. 
Everyday we have a morning group time. This is when we all come together as a group and 
read stories, have music / singing and look at the current interests of the children, or areas 

which teachers are working on usually around cognitive activities. 
Each teacher takes a week of group times and then writes up a overview at the end of the 

week. There is more often than not at least one area / activity in the indoor program that is 
linked to the topic (Teacher directed learning) . 

In the afternoon the younger group has quiet time on the stage when they relax and slow 
their bodies. This is instead of a sleep time. Audio books, relaxation and stories are read. 

In the afternoon the older group will be involved in music experience or large group games. 
These games are an important skill for children to learn. They are part of a larger group 

involving rules, turn taking and  following instructions. 



There are two main types of programs, academic and play based. 
Peter Rabbit has a foundation of primarily play based learning. The children here are given independence to choose activities based on their current interests 
or on skill development which is a current focus. Throughout the day there are times of teacher directed learning, whether this be group times, small groups 
or individual activities. Research has shown that a curriculum with a mix of both child and teacher initiated activities, sets children up for positive attitudes to 

future learning. 

You will see in that the Preschool rooms is set up in Areas; 

Dramatic 
Drawing and Art

Cognitive 
Puzzles
Library

Play dough
Science and Technology

We incorporate academic skills through theme based activities and add props to these areas. 
We as teachers at Peter Rabbit see ourselves as “Facilitator of Learning” rather than “Lecturer of Direct Instruction”

We monitor each child’s progress through their participation in activities and through our observations and not through checklists and completion of rigid 
worksheets. 

Example of Child Directed: Tom is really interested in numbers. He has some number cards and is putting numerals in different order and asking his teacher 
what is the number it makes. She tells him the double digit and beyond, he is asked to try and label it, or at least the individual numbers within it. Tom is 
given a calculator and together they read the numbers. 

Teacher Directed: Tom is at the writing centre. Starting with single numerals, Tom choose a number on the calculator. He then draws it inside a pre drawn 
square on a piece of paper in front of him labelling each number. Once he is competent at writing the digits 0-9, two squares are drawn next to each other to 
write double digits.  As the activity progressed with the direction of the teacher Tom is able to read double digit numbers independently. 



We believe that school readiness begins from the moment children begin here at Peter Rabbit. It is not dependant on which group they are part of. Our curriculum prepares children for all transitions in their 
lives. This not only includes beginning school but also beginning here at Preschool , moving to the older group, and coping with change in their lives beyond Peter Rabbit. 

Within our play base program we focus on all skills children need for the next stage in their lives. 

When children begin here a big focus is on independence. Group times are often shorter but require concentration, receptive and expressive language and the ability to follow instructions. As our children 
progress through their time here, activities are extended on. Topics looked at become more complex, group times extended in length of time and an increase in skills required to complete activities. 

In the older group we foster preparation for school through skills including; resilience, ability to cope when things go wrong, independence, self help skills, forming relationships with peers, conflict resolution 
with peers, ability to follow directions, sustained concentration and the desire to learn. 

Throughout the day all children sit with teachers in small and individual activities. These contain more specific guidelines for each child to successfully master. Teachers may work with children on areas such 
as;

• Writing their own names / Sign in sheet where they write their own names
• Fine motor control with correct pencil grip

• Ability to hold scissors correctly and cut with control
• Independent completion of specific activities

• Recognising letters and Numerals 
• Maths skills such as simple addition, subtraction, measurement, patterning, weight and beginning to understand concepts of time

• Sitting at a table for longer periods of time
• Working in small groups

• Comprehension 

Group times now become 20-30 minutes in length. Often the children have ‘Show and tell’. This is an important activity  for children to participate in as it provides the opportunity for them to speak in front of 
a group of peers, show respect in listening while others talk and understanding the concepts of statements and questions. 

To support parents we have infants teachers from a local school attend an information evening to provide concrete information on the skills they are looking for in children when they begin Kindergarten. 
Parents are also given the opportunity to ask their questions. It is also a great time for parents to network with each other on schools they will be starting their children at. 

In term four we have several activities that celebrate the children’s transition to school. A display is made with photos of children with the school crest they will attend, a school uniform day is organised and 
with this the children are all presented with their Peter Rabbit Graduation certificate. 

Schools will often provide for parents forms for our teachers to complete to give them a guideline of where each child’s development. We are always happy also to speak to schools if more extensive 
information is requested. 

Making learning fun and appealing spans all ages and cultures. Motivation and interest are what drives humans thirst for knowledge. There are many styles of learning. It is not a one size fits all. Through our 
teachers providing the large variety of learning experiences and mediums, we are able to support every one of our children in their journey of knowledge and understanding the world around them. 



Peter Rabbit is a Community Based Preschool. We love and encourage involvement from parents. Not just in the jobs, duties and
fundraising, but through being involved in our daily curriculum. Whether this translates to your spending time here and sharing 

something of yourself or culture with our Preschool or giving feedback and ideas on the educational curriculum we provide. This feedback 
assists us in developing improvement plans that are practical and focus on meeting the needs of all children and their families. By doing 

so you provide invaluable information about your child’s interests, strengths and abilities. This feedback also assists us in developing 
improvement plans that are practical and focused on meeting the needs of all our children and families. 

As parents you are the most important part of your child’s life and their most valued educator. We respect this and ensure we are 
available to you for any information you would like on the Preschool in general or more importantly how we are supporting the growth of 

all aspects of your child’s life. You can also provide us with invaluable information about your child’s interests, strengths, and abilities.

Here at Peter Rabbit Preschool we as teachers are highly trained, experienced and all bring different strengths to the amazing 
environment and service we provide. The teachers receive great professional satisfaction from the time they spend with all involved in 

the Preschool. This is proven by the longevity of teachers here. 


